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By RAY TUCKER
WASHINGTON, Apri 25 — A
complete review of contradictory
intelligence reports on Russia’'s
miiitary strength will be copduct-
ed by the Senate Appropriations
Committee before it acts on the
Administration’s request for $44.4
billion, for national defense and
foreign aid. Many specialists be-
lieve that it has been vastly over-

rated by Pentagon experts and Al
len W. Dulles’ overseas agents.

Pointing out that this field of-
fors the most likely for budget and
tax cuts. Senator Allan J. Ellender
of Louisiana is responsible for the
checkup, which will be the first of
its kind since World War II. Based
on information gathbered on his
trips throughout Russia in the {ast
two years, Ellender toid the com-
mittee at a recent secret sessiwon:

1 helieve that we are gelting
bum intelligence information! !
think that the whole queston
should be looked into before we
proceed to expand as we are and
to spend as we arel”
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A great deal of the Louisiana
denator's testimony was so pertl-
nent. and so different from qiﬂcial
data, that it was eliminated {rom
the published reports of the hear-
ings as “classified.” But Dr.
James Doolittle, Chalrman of tpc
~National Advisory Committee for
Aerenautics, appears to snare El
lencer's views, He says: .

e woutd like to have more
.ceurate informeation. But I would
sot write oif the information which
we have as wholly inaccurate.”

in addition to data ’.mc}‘ he
picked up inside Russia and the
Satellite states,- Ellender has talk-
ed with - Commumst defectors in-
«iuaing former otficers in the Sove

‘et Army and Air Force. They will .

te guesuoned by the full commit-
tee, as wall Charles E. Bohlen,
«who has just returned from Mos-
cow after serving as U. S. Amr

massader there for four years.
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“.own errors in this respect. He has‘
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Many other members ¢f Cone
gruss are bisturbed by comtrasting
evidence an the question of Ruse
iz s military right. ofpecially as
erooeous estimates nave had 8
far-reaching and sometimes unfor-
tunate eifect on the Western Al
lies’ foreign policies, especiaily the
Unitea States. Many believe that it
has contributed to unjustified tim-
idity’ in bayling the Great Bear.
Defense Secretary Charles E.
Wilson himself has conceded his )
downgraded previous estimates of
Russian strength insofar as pro- |
duction of big homuers, fast pur- |

suit planes and ziomic ‘weapons { -

are concerned. His recent order |
cutting outpai of B-32's from 20 to |
15 a month resuited from discov-'g
ery of his mistakes.

Moreover, there is a growing
belief that Allen Dulles' Central
Information Agency has not [ived
up to the promises and hopes held
out when this country's spying
agencies were unified under his
controi, It ls feit that they weref
outwitted in the attack on Indo-i
China by Ho Chi Minh's Reds, in}
the invasion of S7ypt and in thei
Hungarian uprising. )

Senator Cat} Havden of Arizona,
Senate Appropriaticns Committee
Chairman, has personal reasons
for bacxing Senator fiilender’s de-
mand. As one of two Members of
Congress who served in thg Span-
ish -American War, he recalls.
this countfy's hysterical fesr of
Spain’s might at a time when the
arstwnile ruter o he  Spamsh
‘iain was enly 4 iwilow. rotting
suell in every wav.

‘Russia's behavior. as recently
1olea here; ivnds support to doubt
of ber power. uespite her brutal
»eprisals in Hungary and her ser-
ies of threats iv curopean and
‘fiddle East memvers of NATO,
the Kremlin has wiuned and scoid-
od insteaa of taking military act
ion.

Moscow obviousiy dreads the
inought of present or prospective
atornic encirclanent. .And, despite
official deniais. that is the current
long-range siratezy at ‘Vashing-
ton,
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